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RE POET 


OF THE 

BBEHON LAW COMMISSIONERS. 


May it please Your Excellency, 


The Commissioners beg leave to lay before you the following Report of the 
progress made during the past year in the work which they have been charged 
to superintend : — 

The Editor, Dr. Atkinson, has been diligently employed in carrying on the 
different parts of it which yet remain to be accomplished. Whilst examining 
and studying the text and translation of the parts already printed, he has col- 
lated several of the Brehon Law MSS. in the Libraries of Trinity College, 
Dublin, and of the Royal Irish Academy, and has copied considerable portions 
of unpublished text, as well as the variations of the published texts. Concur- 
rently with these studies, he has been proceeding with the construction of the 
Glossary to the entire text, which is an essential adjunct to the work. It is 
his design to incorporate in it the substance of every gloss which he can find 
anywhere in the whole body of Brehonie literature, so as to put into the 
hands of scholars and jurists a complete apparatus for effective study. 

It is intended to follow in the publication of the remaining portion of the 
Laws the same method which was adopted in the volumes already issued. The 
text of such tracts as were transcribed by Dr. O’Donovan and .Professor 


O’Curry will be identical with that left by those scholars. The translation 
of the portions with which they dealt will also be substantially that which 
was made by them, only — as in the preceding volumes — modified where 
necessary, either to bring it into accordance with their later views, or to 
introduce the renderings of untranslated terms adopted as the result of further 
study and comparison by their successors, or, lastly, to remove inaccuracies 
or inelegances of expression. Any important divergences from their 
interpretation will be indicated in notes to the text. The Glossary, which 
will be altogether the work of the present Editor, will be the principal means 
through which he will be enabled to correct such errors as mdy be detected 
in the parts of the translation which were edited by his predecessors, as 
well as to ensure accuracy in the rendering of the remaining pai ts. 

The Commissioners recommend that, on the issue of the conce ding vo lumes, 
'-the MS. Translations of O’Donovan and O’ Curry should be deposited in some 
public library, so as to be accessible to scholars who may wis h to examine 
the alterations introduced by the Editors who have been successively charged 
with the continuation of the work. 

The Commissioners adhere to the opinion expressed by them ill their Report 
of last year as to the mode in which the two remaining volumes should be 
issued. It appears to them indispensable that the Collation, the Glossary, and 
the Indexes should accompany the issue of the concluding portion of the Text. 
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The process of constructing and perfecting the Glossary will go on pan passu 
with the preparation and printing of the Text and Translation, The Glossary 
cannot be completed until the last line of the Irish text has been put in type ; 
and, on the other hand, the labour of .the .Editor in translating will be 
facilitated as the growth of the Glossary furnishes him with increasing help. 
There is every reason to believe that both volumes will be completed in about 
three years from the present time. 

The Commissioners calculate that the sum of .£200, which appeared in the 
Civil Service Estimates for the current year, will he 'required before next April, 
for the purpose of paying for work done and expenses incur red by the Editor. 
They have no doubt that a like sum of £ 200 will be earned in the ensuing 
year. Accordingly, they are of opinion -that the Lords of Her Majesty’s 
Treasury should be asked to put that sum into the estimates for the Financial 
Year ending in April, 1889. 


ASHBOURNE, C. 

C. LIMERICK. 

A. M: PORTER, M.R. 
WILLIAM O’BRIEN. 
JOHN HEALY, D.D. 
JOHN O’HAGAN. 
JOHN K. INGRAM. 
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